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BRIEFLY ON THE FOUNDATION AND ITS OBJECTIVES 

  
The St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation was established on October 
20, 1982 as an international, non-governmental, non-profit organization with 
headquarters located in Sofia.  

The clear notion to build up an intellectual capacity, securing access to the 
best academic centers on an international level for young and capable 
Bulgarians, who are needed to meet the challenges of transition, as well as for 
the integration of Bulgaria into Europe and the world, is the main driving force 
determining the Foundation's philosophy.  

The Foundation's goals and objectives could not be achieved if its operations were 
not based on merit and transparency. Our activities are dedicated to the good of 
society as a whole: 

 

It encourages the familiarization with the world achievements in the fields 
of culture and education. 

 

It contributes to the consolidation of international good will, unification, and 
the values of human civilization, by facilitating exchange in the fields of art, 
science, education, and professional training. 

 

It encourages the development of gifted young people by providing equal 
opportunities depending exclusively on professional abilities and skills, and 
sponsors their education, professional training, and career development.  

To accomplish its objectives the Foundation frequently joins efforts with other 
organizations, institutions and individuals. It provides financial aid, grants 
scholarships and awards prizes in various contests, organizes charity events, 
supports publishing projects and the organization of symposia, conventions, 
seminars, exhibitions, concerts, etc.  

The Foundation is an endowed organization, which main capital is gathered through 
donations made by organizations and private individuals from Bulgaria and abroad. A 
large part of these donations are pieces of art. The organization is an independent 
and publicly supported charity.    

For more information, please call or write to: 
St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation  Tel:  +359 2 9434185 
3, Vassil Aprilov Street     fax:  +359 2 9446027 
1504 Sofia       e-mail:  cmfnd@cmfnd.org 
Bulgaria       web: http://www.cmfng.org/

  

http://www.cmfng.org/
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EXECUTIVE BODIES 

  
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL:  

Acad. ALBERT LIKHANOV Russia  Dr. MARIA-LUISA WARBURG Germany 
Prof. ALEXANDER FOL  

 
Bulgaria  Mr. MARTIN VANDEN HENDE Belgium 

Mr. ATANAS SHOPOV Bulgaria  Mr. MICHAEL TACHEV Bulgaria 
Dr. AVRAM ESKENAZI Bulgaria  Prof. MINCHO MINCHEV Bulgaria 
Acad. BLAGOVEST SENDOV Bulgaria  Dr. NIKITA LOBANOV UK 
Mr. BOJAN SKOPAKOV Bulgaria  Dr. NORBERT RANDOW Germany 
Ms. CLODIA DELCHEFF France  Ms. OLGA ARSOVA Bulgaria 
Dr. DOMINIK von KONIG Germany  Dr. OSMANE AIDI Syria 
Prof. DIMO PLATIKANOV Bulgaria  Acad. PETAR KENDEROV Bulgaria 
Mr. EVGENI KIRILOV Bulgaria  Prof. PETER FISCHER-APPELT Germany 
Mr. GEORGE-MARK RAYNOFF USA  Mr. PLAMEN POPOV  

 

Bulgaria 
Mr. GEORGI YORDANOV Bulgaria  Dr. RAYKO CHOCHEV Bulgaria 
Dr. GERD-WINAND IMEYER Germany  Prof. ROGER SOMVILLE Belgium 
Ms. GERGINA TONCHEVA Bulgaria  Dr. RUMEN HRISTOV Bulgaria 
Mr. HUGO VOETEN Belgium  Dr. SOLOMON PASSY Bulgaria 
Acad. IVAN JUHNOVSKI   Bulgaria  Ms. SONYA KIRKOVA Bulgaria 
Dr. IVAN KRASTEV Bulgaria  Prof. STOYAN DENCHEV Bulgaria 
Mr. IVAN NEDEV Spain  Acad. SVETLIN RUSSEV Bulgaria 
Mr. IVAN RUSSEV Bulgaria  Prof. TATSURO MATSUMAE Japan 
Ms. JANA MARKOVA Bulgaria  Dr. TEOPHANA von SACHSEN Germany 
Mr. JOHN MENZIES USA  Prof. TODOR VALCHEV Bulgaria 
Mr. LUBOMIR LEVCHEV Bulgaria  Mr. VASSIL KOLAROV Bulgaria 
Dr. MANUEL CORREA  Spain  Prof. VELICHKO MINEKOV Bulgaria 
Prof. PAVLINA DOKOVSKA USA  Acad. VERA MUTAFCHIEVA Bulgaria   

HONORARY PRESIDENT:  

Prof.Dr.    PETER FISCHER-APPELT     Germany    

PRESIDENT:  

Acad.    PETAR S. KENDEROV     Bulgaria    

VICE-PRESIDENTS:        EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  

Prof. DIMO PLATIKANOV Bulgaria  Mr. MICHAEL TACHEV Bulgaria 
Dr. ROUMEN HRISTOV Bulgaria     
Dr. SOLOMON PASSY Bulgaria     
Acad. SVETLIN RUSSEV Bulgaria       

MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU:  

Acad. ALBERT LIKHANOV Russia  Mr. KAMEN KOLCHEV Bulgaria 
Ms. ALISA SOFIANSKA Bulgaria  Dr. MANUEL CORREA Spain 
Mr. BOYKO VASSILEV Bulgaria  Prof. MINCHO MINCHEV Bulgaria 
Mr. EVGENI KIRILOV Bulgaria  Dr. NIKITA LOBANOV UK 
Mr. GEORGE-MARK RAYNOFF USA  Dr. RAYKO CHOCHEV Germany 
Mr. HUGO VOETEN Belgium  Prof. TATSURO MATSUMAE Japan 
Mr. IVAN NEDEV Spain       

AUDITING COUNCIL: 
Chairman:      Members: 

Dr. AVRAM ESKENAZI Bulgaria  Mr. BOJAN SKOPAKOV Bulgaria     
Mr. MAXIM BEHAR Bulgaria 
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THE 2006 STAFF OF THE FOUNDATION 

      

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Michael Tachev     

DEPUTY DIRECTOR: George Kuzmev     

HEAD OF ACCOUNTING DPT.: Elissaveta Petkova       

PROGRAM COORDINATORS: Diana Grigorova   
George Kuzmev   
Iris Wiesner  
Rositsa Randeva  
Stefcho Stoykov     

PROTOCOL: Stefcho Stoykov     

ACCOUNTANT-CASHIER: Violeta Dimitrova     

LOGISTICS: Dimiter Dimitrov     

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY: Antonina Dimitrova   
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MAJOR PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES DURING 2006 

    

I. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS  

I.1. Japan  

In the previous year, for the seventeenth year in succession, the Japanese Embassy 
in Sofia and the Foundation jointly selected the candidates for the Monbusho 
Japanese state scholarships, which are awarded for graduate studies in all fields of 
knowledge. Of the total 78 contestants for 2006, 26 succeeded to the final round. 
Eleven of them were approved for long-term specialization in Japan.   

The Foundation is grateful to say that Japan covers all expenses, including tuition 
fees, travel costs and medical insurance. In addition, each student is granted a 
monthly scholarship of about 1,700 USD by the receiving country. Together with the 
people who left in 2006, over 200 young specialists were being trained under this 
program in Japan. There are Bulgarian scholarship graduates in the universities in 
Tokyo, Kyoto, Yokohama, Kanazawa, Nagoya, Tsukuba, Fukuoka, etc. The funds 
attracted under this program amount to over 2 million BGN.  

In 1996 for the first time, the Foundation ran a competition for students wishing to 
pursue the whole course of their higher education in Japan. Out of 75 candidates 
who entered the competition in 2006, thirteen left for Japan. Out of 190 scholarships 
offered to foreigners, Bulgarian students won the second largest number of places in 
the world. With this, the number of Bulgarian students in Japan, sent through the 
Foundation, is 66. Before they start their studies in different fields of knowledge, 
during their first year they learn Japanese, local history and geography, etc. in Tokyo 
or Osaka.   

In 2006, the Foundation together with the Embassy of Japan held a rhetoric 
competition in Japanese. The competition was for the people learning Japanese in 
Sofia, Veliko Turnovo, Shoumen and Svishtov. The participants were divided into two 
age groups, according to the number of lessons they had attended. Of the 17 
finalists, Taia Telalim of 18th School in Sofia came first. Her award will be to visit 
Japan as a guest to the Rose Festival of Fukuyama.   

Since 1998, Bulgaria is the second country from Eastern Europe, after Hungary, 
where the Japanese Language Proficiency Test is conducted.  This exam is 
conducted each year in the first Sunday of the month of December from people for 
which it is not a native language.  Sofia has shaped up as the center on the Balkans 
for conducting the exam. In December 2006, a total of 134 people showed up at the 
test.  Only the two applicants with the best results were awarded with a two-week trip 
in Japan.  
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I.2. United World Colleges  

In 2006, the St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation continued extending 
financial support to 5 young Bulgarians, who are studying in the United World 
Colleges Chain.   

In March 2006, the competition was closed for further education in the United World 
Colleges Network for the academic years 2006/2008. The participants were 26. Out 
of them 4 students were selected and sent to the colleges in Italy, USA and Norway. 
Dr. Marc Abrioux, Headmaster of the Adriatic College, was part of the Selection 
Committee at the final round of the selection. He was impressed by the 
achievements in the field of physics of Mr. Atanas Petkov from Pleven and secured 
an additional scholarship for him.   

Within this program, together with the Union of Mathematicians and the Institute of 
Mathematics with the Bulgarian Academy of Science, the Foundation organized a 
competition for admitting two Bulgarian students to the prestigious six week Summer 
School in Mathematics and Natural Science, organized by the Center for Excellence 
in Education, Vienna, USA, and the Institute of Technology, Massachusetts.    

I.3. North American Educational Program  

In 2006, the Education Expert Committee of the St. Cyril and St. Methodius 
Foundation reviewed 22 applications for financial assistance for individual 
educational projects of undergraduate and postgraduate students in the USA. Ten 
people were granted financial assistance from the St. Cyril and St. Methodius 
Foundation (6 undergraduates, 2 postgraduates and 2 Ph.D. students). They 
continued their studies in the most prestigious universities there. The Foundation 
invested nearly 9,000 BGN in them. The means attracted from the host educational 
establishments in the form of scholarships exceed half a million US Dollars.  

Taking into consideration the students discount for air tickets, all the students 
approved by the Committee were supported with 500 US Dollars each.   

I.4. Dr. Ilko Eskenazi Memorial Fund  

In 2006, the activity of the Dr. Ilko Eskenazi Memorial Fund, aimed at assisting the 
professional and academic growth of young people in the fields of law, economics 
and political sciences in Bulgaria, was extremely productive and successful. The 
number of Club members is over 100.   

Since 2005 the Fund took a decision to organize an annual competition for the Dr. 
Ilko Ezkenazi Award 

 

Bulgaria and the European Union 

 

Law and Economics . The 
competition aims at awarding one written material of young people below 30 years of 
age in each of the two areas (law and Economics), closely connected to the 
accession of Bulgaria to the EU.  
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In the 2006 competition there were 9 participants 

 
2 topics in the field of law and 7 in 

the field of economics. The first prizes were awarded at an official ceremony by Ms. 
Meglena Kouneva, Minister of European Integration. Thus we recognize the respect 
to Dr.Ilko Eskenazi who signed the first contract for association of Bulgaria to the EU. 
The award in law was given to Ms. Irena Beloreshka and in the field of Economics 

 
to Ms. Roumiana Jeleva.   

I.5. Stefan Tanev Scholarship  

In 2002, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the higher education in journalism 
in Bulgaria, the Cyril and Methodius Foundation launched an annual competition for a 
scholarship, after the name of Dr. Stefan Tanev, for undergraduate studies in 
Journalism. This coincides with the fact that the Foundation has moved its 
headquarter to the house where he lived and worked.  

The scholarship is for students, who in 2005-2006 have successfully finished their 
third year of studies at the Sofia University, Department of Journalism, major in 
Periodicals.   

The scholarship amounts to 100 BGN a month and is awarded academic year. For 
the academic year 2005-2006 the Foundation supported Mr. Ivailo Georgiev Ioshkov.   

The scholarship for the academic year 2006-2007 has not been awarded.   

I.6. Scholarships for Bulgarian Students in Russia  

Under this program the Foundation supports Bulgarian students for their full course 
of undergraduate studies at Russian state universities in the fields of mathematics 
and computer science. This new initiative was offered for the first time in 2003. New 
students will be selected when the current ones graduate.  

This program was made possible thanks to our close cooperation with the Russian 
Children's Fund and the personal initative of its President, Acad. Albert Likhanov. 
The Foundation awards gratitude to the Ministry of Education and Science of the 
Republic of Bulgaria and to the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation for 
their cooperation and support.  

In 2006 we continued to support Mr. Vladimir Georgiev, student at the St. 
Petersburg s University Friendship of Nations, Mr. Georgi Stoychev (Moscow State 
University), and Mr. Todor Angelov studying at the St. Petersburg State University.    

I.7. Time of Parting Scholarship  

The Cyril and Methodius Foundation announced two scholarships for undergraduates 

 

Time of Parting . The fund for the letter has been provided by the writer Anton 
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Donchev. He donated to the Foundation the fee he received for publishing his 
famous novel titled Time of Parting.  

Following the will of the donor, the applicants should be residents of the Smolyan 
District; should have GPA of 5.00 from their secondary education; should be 
accepted as full time students either at the Sofia University (major: History) or at the 
Plovdiv University (major: Bulgarian Language and Literature); and come from 
socially needy families. The Scholarships are provided for the full course of bachelor 
studies.   

In 2006 we continued to support Ms. Petya Ivanova, studying History at the Sofia 
University and Ms. Boyana Mihaylova for Bulgarian literature at the Plovdiv 
University.    

I.7. Scholarships for Bulgarian Students in Bulgaria 

 

Gipson

  

Thanks to the generosity of Mrs. And Mr. Nellie and Robert Gipson, through the 
Bulgarian American Society, USA, in 2006 the Cyril and Methodius Foundation 
announced 25 new scholarships, each of 1,000 BGN a year, for socially needy first 
year students at a university in Bulgaria. In September 2006 the program continued 
with 26 newly selected first year students, which makes the total number of grantees 
76.   

The two new second year students to receive Prof. Nikolay Todorov Scholarship at 
the Thracian University in Stara Zagora were selected.  For the academic year 2006-
2007 the total number of grantees studying cattle breeding is four.  

The scholarship will be renewed each semester, provided one can demonstrate 
academic achievements (GPA above 4.50) and social needs of the family. The 
scholarship program starts with the intention to continue during the four years of 
bachelor studies and will reach 100 scholarships a year. The program is financed by 
the noble donation (200,000 USD) of the family of Nelly and Robert Gipson.  

Since 2005 the funds on the program, secured by the Gipsons, are transferred to the 
Foundation with the assistance of the American Foundation for Bulgaria.  

After the Gipsons example, private donors (Mr. Joan Abduldjalil and his parents) 
established two scholarships for orphans studying at universities in Bulgaria. The 
regulations follow the ones for the Gipsons Scholarship. The donors transferred to 
the Foundation 8,000 BGN which would cover the scholarship for the two students 
for the four-year course of bachelor studies. The scholarship holders were selected 
together with the donor.   

I.8. Integration of Minority Children Project  

The Project started in May 2006 and is being managed in partnership with the Nova 
Zagora Municipality. It was made possible through the financial support of 150,000 
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EUR kindly provided by the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB). This project 
came to life with the assistance of Mr. Evgeni Kirilov, member of the Bureau of the 
Foundation.   

The main goal of the project, which was officially started in April, is to prepare the 
pre-school aged kids from the minority in Nova Zagora s 6th District to successfully 
start their first grade at school.  112,000 EUR of the financing are provided for major 
repairs of 3 kindergartens. This stage, as well as part of the activities and equipment 
have been reported and successfully accounted for to the bank. The duration of the 
project is 12 months.    

II. SCIENTIFIC FORUMS AND EXCHANGE PROGRAMS  

II.1. Germany  

The annual competition for scholarships of the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD) was held jointly with the German Embassy in Sofia. The Foundation 
organized it for the fourteenth consecutive year. The panel of experts consisted of 
equal number of German and Bulgarian professors. Thanks to the well-organized 
procedure 50 candidates gave personal interviews, which raised the quality of 
selection. Overall, there were nearly 200 applications submitted. To the best 
performers, DAAD granted 64 scholarships for the 2007/2008 academic year.   

For a fifth year the Foundation jointly with DAAD undertook the administration of two 
more programs: 

 

5 grantees from Bulgaria on the DAAD cooperation ZEDES (Center for 
German and European Studies) program with the Technical University in 
Dresden and the Sofia University. Since mid 2006 these scholarships are 
directly paid by the Sofia University; 

 

80 grantees from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, FYROM and 
Kossovo on the cooperation program with the Technical University in Sofia on 
the FDIBA program, as well as on the German program at the University of 
Chemistry and Metallurgy.  

In total, during 2006, nearly 200 Bulgarians, students and specialists, were supported 
to raise their qualification and work on joint projects with Germany.   

Since December 2001 the Foundation has offered free office space to Youth for 
Understanding 

 

Bulgaria. Through this organization up to 18 Bulgarian youngsters 
have the possibility to study in German universities and live in a German family. 
Three of them receive a full scholarship.   

II.2. Switzerland  

The administration and the selection of applicants for scholarships for post-graduate 
work and specializations in all educational fields, which was entrusted upon the St. 




