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BRIEFLY ON THE FOUNDATION AND ITS OBJECTIVES 

  
The St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation was established on October 
20, 1982 as an international, non-governmental, non-profit organization with 
headquarters located in Sofia.  

The clear notion to build up an intellectual capacity, securing access to the 
best academic centers on an international level for young and capable 
Bulgarians, who are needed to meet the challenges of transition, as well as for 
the integration of Bulgaria into Europe and the world, is the main driving force 
determining the Foundation's philosophy.  

The Foundation's goals and objectives could not be achieved if its operations were 
not based on merit and transparency. Our activities are dedicated to the good of 
society as a whole: 

 

It encourages the familiarization with the world achievements in the fields 
of culture and education. 

 

It contributes to the consolidation of international good will, unification, and 
the values of human civilization, by facilitating exchange in the fields of art, 
science, education, and professional training. 

 

It encourages the development of gifted young people by providing equal 
opportunities depending exclusively on professional abilities and skills, and 
sponsors their education, professional training, and career development.  

To accomplish its objectives the Foundation frequently joins efforts with other 
organizations, institutions and individuals. It provides financial aid, grants 
scholarships and awards prizes in various contests, organizes charity events, 
supports publishing projects and the organization of symposia, conventions, 
seminars, exhibitions, concerts, etc.  

The Foundation is an endowed organization, which main capital is gathered through 
donations made by organizations and private individuals from Bulgaria and abroad. A 
large part of these donations are pieces of art. The organization is an independent 
and publicly supported charity.    

For more information, please call or write to: 
St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation  Tel:  +359 2 9434185 
3, Vassil Aprilov Street     fax:  +359 2 9446027 
1504 Sofia       e-mail:  cmfnd@cmfnd.org 
Bulgaria       web: http://www.cmfng.org/

  

http://www.cmfng.org/
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EXECUTIVE BODIES 

  
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL:  

Acad. ALBERT LIKHANOV Russia  Dr. MARIA-LUISA WARBURG Germany 
Prof. ALEXANDER FOL  

 
Bulgaria  Mr. MARTIN VANDEN HENDE Belgium 

Mr. ATANAS SHOPOV Bulgaria  Mr. MICHAEL TACHEV Bulgaria 
Dr. AVRAM ESKENAZI Bulgaria  Prof. MINCHO MINCHEV Bulgaria 
Acad. BLAGOVEST SENDOV Bulgaria  Dr. NIKITA LOBANOV UK 
Mr. BOJAN SKOPAKOV Bulgaria  Dr. NORBERT RANDOW Germany 
Ms. CLODIA DELCHEFF France  Ms. OLGA ARSOVA Bulgaria 
Dr. DOMINIK von KONIG Germany  Dr. OSMANE AIDI Syria 
Prof. DIMO PLATIKANOV Bulgaria  Acad. PETAR KENDEROV Bulgaria 
Mr. EVGENI KIRILOV Bulgaria  Prof. PETER FISCHER-APPELT Germany 
Mr. GEORGE-MARK RAYNOFF USA  Mr. PLAMEN POPOV  

 

Bulgaria 
Mr. GEORGI YORDANOV Bulgaria  Dr. RAYKO CHOCHEV Bulgaria 
Dr. GERD-WINAND IMEYER Germany  Prof. ROGER SOMVILLE Belgium 
Ms. GERGINA TONCHEVA Bulgaria  Dr. RUMEN HRISTOV Bulgaria 
Mr. HUGO VOETEN Belgium  Dr. SOLOMON PASSY Bulgaria 
Acad. IVAN JUHNOVSKI   Bulgaria  Ms. SONYA KIRKOVA Bulgaria 
Dr. IVAN KRASTEV Bulgaria  Prof. STOYAN DENCHEV Bulgaria 
Mr. IVAN NEDEV Spain  Acad. SVETLIN RUSSEV Bulgaria 
Mr. IVAN RUSSEV Bulgaria  Prof. TATSURO MATSUMAE Japan 
Ms. JANA MARKOVA Bulgaria  Dr. TEOPHANA von SACHSEN Germany 
Mr. JOHN MENZIES USA  Prof. TODOR VALCHEV Bulgaria 
Mr. LUBOMIR LEVCHEV Bulgaria  Mr. VASSIL KOLAROV Bulgaria 
Dr. MANUEL CORREA  Spain  Prof. VELICHKO MINEKOV Bulgaria 
Prof. PAVLINA DOKOVSKA USA  Acad. VERA MUTAFCHIEVA Bulgaria   

HONORARY PRESIDENT:  

Prof.Dr.    PETER FISCHER-APPELT     Germany    

PRESIDENT:  

Acad.    PETAR S. KENDEROV     Bulgaria    

VICE-PRESIDENTS:        EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  

Prof. DIMO PLATIKANOV Bulgaria  Mr. MICHAEL TACHEV Bulgaria 
Dr. ROUMEN HRISTOV Bulgaria     
Dr. SOLOMON PASSY Bulgaria     
Acad. SVETLIN RUSSEV Bulgaria       

MEMBERS OF THE BUREAU:  

Acad. ALBERT LIKHANOV Russia  Mr. KAMEN KOLCHEV Bulgaria 
Ms. ALISA SOFIANSKA Bulgaria  Dr. MANUEL CORREA Spain 
Mr. BOYKO VASSILEV Bulgaria  Prof. MINCHO MINCHEV Bulgaria 
Mr. EVGENI KIRILOV Bulgaria  Dr. NIKITA LOBANOV UK 
Mr. GEORGE-MARK RAYNOFF USA  Dr. RAYKO CHOCHEV Germany 
Mr. HUGO VOETEN Belgium  Prof. TATSURO MATSUMAE Japan 
Mr. IVAN NEDEV Spain       

AUDITING COUNCIL: 
Chairman:      Members: 

Dr. AVRAM ESKENAZI Bulgaria  Mr. BOJAN SKOPAKOV Bulgaria     
Mr. MAXIM BEHAR Bulgaria 
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THE 2006 STAFF OF THE FOUNDATION 

      

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Michael Tachev     

DEPUTY DIRECTOR: George Kuzmev     

HEAD OF ACCOUNTING DPT.: Elissaveta Petkova       

PROGRAM COORDINATORS: Diana Grigorova   
George Kuzmev   
Iris Wiesner  
Rositsa Randeva  
Stefcho Stoykov     

PROTOCOL: Stefcho Stoykov     

ACCOUNTANT-CASHIER: Violeta Dimitrova     

LOGISTICS: Dimiter Dimitrov     

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY: Antonina Dimitrova   
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MAJOR PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES DURING 2006 

    

I. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS  

I.1. Japan  

In the previous year, for the seventeenth year in succession, the Japanese Embassy 
in Sofia and the Foundation jointly selected the candidates for the Monbusho 
Japanese state scholarships, which are awarded for graduate studies in all fields of 
knowledge. Of the total 78 contestants for 2006, 26 succeeded to the final round. 
Eleven of them were approved for long-term specialization in Japan.   

The Foundation is grateful to say that Japan covers all expenses, including tuition 
fees, travel costs and medical insurance. In addition, each student is granted a 
monthly scholarship of about 1,700 USD by the receiving country. Together with the 
people who left in 2006, over 200 young specialists were being trained under this 
program in Japan. There are Bulgarian scholarship graduates in the universities in 
Tokyo, Kyoto, Yokohama, Kanazawa, Nagoya, Tsukuba, Fukuoka, etc. The funds 
attracted under this program amount to over 2 million BGN.  

In 1996 for the first time, the Foundation ran a competition for students wishing to 
pursue the whole course of their higher education in Japan. Out of 75 candidates 
who entered the competition in 2006, thirteen left for Japan. Out of 190 scholarships 
offered to foreigners, Bulgarian students won the second largest number of places in 
the world. With this, the number of Bulgarian students in Japan, sent through the 
Foundation, is 66. Before they start their studies in different fields of knowledge, 
during their first year they learn Japanese, local history and geography, etc. in Tokyo 
or Osaka.   

In 2006, the Foundation together with the Embassy of Japan held a rhetoric 
competition in Japanese. The competition was for the people learning Japanese in 
Sofia, Veliko Turnovo, Shoumen and Svishtov. The participants were divided into two 
age groups, according to the number of lessons they had attended. Of the 17 
finalists, Taia Telalim of 18th School in Sofia came first. Her award will be to visit 
Japan as a guest to the Rose Festival of Fukuyama.   

Since 1998, Bulgaria is the second country from Eastern Europe, after Hungary, 
where the Japanese Language Proficiency Test is conducted.  This exam is 
conducted each year in the first Sunday of the month of December from people for 
which it is not a native language.  Sofia has shaped up as the center on the Balkans 
for conducting the exam. In December 2006, a total of 134 people showed up at the 
test.  Only the two applicants with the best results were awarded with a two-week trip 
in Japan.  
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I.2. United World Colleges  

In 2006, the St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation continued extending 
financial support to 5 young Bulgarians, who are studying in the United World 
Colleges Chain.   

In March 2006, the competition was closed for further education in the United World 
Colleges Network for the academic years 2006/2008. The participants were 26. Out 
of them 4 students were selected and sent to the colleges in Italy, USA and Norway. 
Dr. Marc Abrioux, Headmaster of the Adriatic College, was part of the Selection 
Committee at the final round of the selection. He was impressed by the 
achievements in the field of physics of Mr. Atanas Petkov from Pleven and secured 
an additional scholarship for him.   

Within this program, together with the Union of Mathematicians and the Institute of 
Mathematics with the Bulgarian Academy of Science, the Foundation organized a 
competition for admitting two Bulgarian students to the prestigious six week Summer 
School in Mathematics and Natural Science, organized by the Center for Excellence 
in Education, Vienna, USA, and the Institute of Technology, Massachusetts.    

I.3. North American Educational Program  

In 2006, the Education Expert Committee of the St. Cyril and St. Methodius 
Foundation reviewed 22 applications for financial assistance for individual 
educational projects of undergraduate and postgraduate students in the USA. Ten 
people were granted financial assistance from the St. Cyril and St. Methodius 
Foundation (6 undergraduates, 2 postgraduates and 2 Ph.D. students). They 
continued their studies in the most prestigious universities there. The Foundation 
invested nearly 9,000 BGN in them. The means attracted from the host educational 
establishments in the form of scholarships exceed half a million US Dollars.  

Taking into consideration the students discount for air tickets, all the students 
approved by the Committee were supported with 500 US Dollars each.   

I.4. Dr. Ilko Eskenazi Memorial Fund  

In 2006, the activity of the Dr. Ilko Eskenazi Memorial Fund, aimed at assisting the 
professional and academic growth of young people in the fields of law, economics 
and political sciences in Bulgaria, was extremely productive and successful. The 
number of Club members is over 100.   

Since 2005 the Fund took a decision to organize an annual competition for the Dr. 
Ilko Ezkenazi Award 

 

Bulgaria and the European Union 

 

Law and Economics . The 
competition aims at awarding one written material of young people below 30 years of 
age in each of the two areas (law and Economics), closely connected to the 
accession of Bulgaria to the EU.  
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In the 2006 competition there were 9 participants 

 
2 topics in the field of law and 7 in 

the field of economics. The first prizes were awarded at an official ceremony by Ms. 
Meglena Kouneva, Minister of European Integration. Thus we recognize the respect 
to Dr.Ilko Eskenazi who signed the first contract for association of Bulgaria to the EU. 
The award in law was given to Ms. Irena Beloreshka and in the field of Economics 

 
to Ms. Roumiana Jeleva.   

I.5. Stefan Tanev Scholarship  

In 2002, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the higher education in journalism 
in Bulgaria, the Cyril and Methodius Foundation launched an annual competition for a 
scholarship, after the name of Dr. Stefan Tanev, for undergraduate studies in 
Journalism. This coincides with the fact that the Foundation has moved its 
headquarter to the house where he lived and worked.  

The scholarship is for students, who in 2005-2006 have successfully finished their 
third year of studies at the Sofia University, Department of Journalism, major in 
Periodicals.   

The scholarship amounts to 100 BGN a month and is awarded academic year. For 
the academic year 2005-2006 the Foundation supported Mr. Ivailo Georgiev Ioshkov.   

The scholarship for the academic year 2006-2007 has not been awarded.   

I.6. Scholarships for Bulgarian Students in Russia  

Under this program the Foundation supports Bulgarian students for their full course 
of undergraduate studies at Russian state universities in the fields of mathematics 
and computer science. This new initiative was offered for the first time in 2003. New 
students will be selected when the current ones graduate.  

This program was made possible thanks to our close cooperation with the Russian 
Children's Fund and the personal initative of its President, Acad. Albert Likhanov. 
The Foundation awards gratitude to the Ministry of Education and Science of the 
Republic of Bulgaria and to the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation for 
their cooperation and support.  

In 2006 we continued to support Mr. Vladimir Georgiev, student at the St. 
Petersburg s University Friendship of Nations, Mr. Georgi Stoychev (Moscow State 
University), and Mr. Todor Angelov studying at the St. Petersburg State University.    

I.7. Time of Parting Scholarship  

The Cyril and Methodius Foundation announced two scholarships for undergraduates 

 

Time of Parting . The fund for the letter has been provided by the writer Anton 
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Donchev. He donated to the Foundation the fee he received for publishing his 
famous novel titled Time of Parting.  

Following the will of the donor, the applicants should be residents of the Smolyan 
District; should have GPA of 5.00 from their secondary education; should be 
accepted as full time students either at the Sofia University (major: History) or at the 
Plovdiv University (major: Bulgarian Language and Literature); and come from 
socially needy families. The Scholarships are provided for the full course of bachelor 
studies.   

In 2006 we continued to support Ms. Petya Ivanova, studying History at the Sofia 
University and Ms. Boyana Mihaylova for Bulgarian literature at the Plovdiv 
University.    

I.7. Scholarships for Bulgarian Students in Bulgaria 

 

Gipson

  

Thanks to the generosity of Mrs. And Mr. Nellie and Robert Gipson, through the 
Bulgarian American Society, USA, in 2006 the Cyril and Methodius Foundation 
announced 25 new scholarships, each of 1,000 BGN a year, for socially needy first 
year students at a university in Bulgaria. In September 2006 the program continued 
with 26 newly selected first year students, which makes the total number of grantees 
76.   

The two new second year students to receive Prof. Nikolay Todorov Scholarship at 
the Thracian University in Stara Zagora were selected.  For the academic year 2006-
2007 the total number of grantees studying cattle breeding is four.  

The scholarship will be renewed each semester, provided one can demonstrate 
academic achievements (GPA above 4.50) and social needs of the family. The 
scholarship program starts with the intention to continue during the four years of 
bachelor studies and will reach 100 scholarships a year. The program is financed by 
the noble donation (200,000 USD) of the family of Nelly and Robert Gipson.  

Since 2005 the funds on the program, secured by the Gipsons, are transferred to the 
Foundation with the assistance of the American Foundation for Bulgaria.  

After the Gipsons example, private donors (Mr. Joan Abduldjalil and his parents) 
established two scholarships for orphans studying at universities in Bulgaria. The 
regulations follow the ones for the Gipsons Scholarship. The donors transferred to 
the Foundation 8,000 BGN which would cover the scholarship for the two students 
for the four-year course of bachelor studies. The scholarship holders were selected 
together with the donor.   

I.8. Integration of Minority Children Project  

The Project started in May 2006 and is being managed in partnership with the Nova 
Zagora Municipality. It was made possible through the financial support of 150,000 
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EUR kindly provided by the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB). This project 
came to life with the assistance of Mr. Evgeni Kirilov, member of the Bureau of the 
Foundation.   

The main goal of the project, which was officially started in April, is to prepare the 
pre-school aged kids from the minority in Nova Zagora s 6th District to successfully 
start their first grade at school.  112,000 EUR of the financing are provided for major 
repairs of 3 kindergartens. This stage, as well as part of the activities and equipment 
have been reported and successfully accounted for to the bank. The duration of the 
project is 12 months.    

II. SCIENTIFIC FORUMS AND EXCHANGE PROGRAMS  

II.1. Germany  

The annual competition for scholarships of the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD) was held jointly with the German Embassy in Sofia. The Foundation 
organized it for the fourteenth consecutive year. The panel of experts consisted of 
equal number of German and Bulgarian professors. Thanks to the well-organized 
procedure 50 candidates gave personal interviews, which raised the quality of 
selection. Overall, there were nearly 200 applications submitted. To the best 
performers, DAAD granted 64 scholarships for the 2007/2008 academic year.   

For a fifth year the Foundation jointly with DAAD undertook the administration of two 
more programs: 

 

5 grantees from Bulgaria on the DAAD cooperation ZEDES (Center for 
German and European Studies) program with the Technical University in 
Dresden and the Sofia University. Since mid 2006 these scholarships are 
directly paid by the Sofia University; 

 

80 grantees from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, FYROM and 
Kossovo on the cooperation program with the Technical University in Sofia on 
the FDIBA program, as well as on the German program at the University of 
Chemistry and Metallurgy.  

In total, during 2006, nearly 200 Bulgarians, students and specialists, were supported 
to raise their qualification and work on joint projects with Germany.   

Since December 2001 the Foundation has offered free office space to Youth for 
Understanding 

 

Bulgaria. Through this organization up to 18 Bulgarian youngsters 
have the possibility to study in German universities and live in a German family. 
Three of them receive a full scholarship.   

II.2. Switzerland  

The administration and the selection of applicants for scholarships for post-graduate 
work and specializations in all educational fields, which was entrusted upon the St. 
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Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation by the Embassy of the Swiss 
Confederation, is a sure proof of the transparency of the selection processes.  From 
the 8 people who passed to the interview, four were recommended to the 
Commission in Bern. In the year 2006 the Foundation St. Cyril and St. Methodius 
sped up the selection process and the advertising activity of the project, using its own 
funds.    

II.3. Bulgarian Teachers  

Our program for encouraging and motivating excellence in teaching professionals 
continued successfully. Jointly with the Unions of Mathematicians, Chemists, 
Biologists and Physicists, after nationwide competitions, the Foundation s Award was 
given for discovering and encouragement of young talents of teachers in 
mathematics, computer science, physics, chemistry and biology.  

In 2006, jointly with the above-mentioned unions, the Foundation continued the 
Educational Environment Program, launched in 1995. Its objective is to stimulate the 
upgrading of educational facilities (study rooms, laboratories and training centers) in 
Bulgarian schools. The program operates as a competition and the awards were won 
in 2006 by chemistry, physics, and biology teachers.    

A special award for achievements of teachers in the humanities was established in 
2002 on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Cyril and Methodius Foundation 
and after the proposal of the German Circle of Friends of the Foundation. In its 
essence this specific program is a nation-wide competition. The teachers to be 
awarded should have proven achievements in identification and development of 
talented students in the humanities. After a decision of the Council taken in 2005 this 
prestigious award is named after Prof.Dr. Peter Fischer-Appelt, Honorary President 
of the Foundation. In 2006 the four prizes to the best teacher in Bulgarian language 
and literature, classical languages, German language and Spanish language were 
presented personally by Dr. Fischer-Appelt.  

The competition is run with the kind assistance of the Bulgarian Ministry of Education 
and Science, the respective departments at the Sofia University, and representatives 
of the education departments of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
and the Spanish Embassy in Sofia.  

The prizes are officially presented to the winners on the occasion if the Day of 
Bulgarian Educators. The German Circle of Friends of the Foundation has kindly 
provided the award fund of 4,200 BGN.  

Jointly with the Plovdiv Municipality, the St. Cyril and St. Methodius Humanities High-
school, the St. Cyril and St. Methodius Theological Seminary and the St. Cyril and St. 
Methodius Secondary General School in Plovdiv, the Foundation continued the 
annual celebrations of May 11, the Day of the Holy Brothers Cyril and Methodius, 
which started as an idea of Academician Kenderov in 1997. The celebrations revived 
the tradition that the Nayden Gerov s School had previously established in 1851 and 
were widely covered in the Bulgarian mass media.  
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II.4. Student Institute in Mathematics and Informatics  

In 2006 the established jointly with the Union of Bulgarian Mathematicians, the 
Institute of Mathematics and the Evrika Foundation Students Institute in 
Mathematics and Informatics convened a winter and summer schools, as well as a 
spring conference as part of the High-School Section program of the Union of 
Bulgarian Mathematicians.  

The activities of the Students Institute in Mathematics and Informatics are made 
possible thanks to the financial support of its founders.    

II.5. Prof. Andrey Danchev Memorial Scholarships  

This Fund was created on October 10, 1996 by the Foundation jointly with the 
Department of English Language Studies at the Sofia University. The scholarship 
aims at commemorating the personal contribution of Prof. Andrey Danchev to the 
development of language studies, especially the English language studies, and his 
broad international work.   

The scholarship is awarded for excellent academic achievements in the field of 
English language studies during the course of undergraduate studies after a 
presented written thesis.    

II.6. Dr. Rayko Chochev Fund  

In 2006, the Dr. Rayko Chochev Fund, established in 1993, pursued its main 
objectives: to stimulate the excellent graduates of the Panagiurishte High-school. As 
a result of the generosity of Dr. Chochev, 5 excellent students were given monetary 
awards. The remaining 24 students, who graduated from the school, were also given 
some incentives. The total amount of the funds spent on the program in 2006 is 730 
BGN.    

II.8. Application of Computer Technologies in Education Competition  

In May 2006 on a special ceremony awards to 33 teams were presented. These were 
the winners of the nation-wide competition for application of new computer 
technologies in the educational process organized by the Foundation jointly with the 
Ministry of Education and Science and the Rotary International (District 2480). The 
event was widely covered by the media.  

The funds to finance this program, amounting to 60,000 BGN, were kindly provided 
by Nelly and Robert Gipson (28,000 BGN), the Rotary Clubs in Bulgaria (27,000 
BGN) and the Foundation (5,000 BGN). 
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III. PROGRAMS IN THE FIELD OF CULTURE  

The year 2006 was rich in cultural events that were made possible by the full or 
partial financing of the St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation. It is 
difficult to list all the events within the limits of this report. They were more than 50 in 
total.  

The Foundation's Arts and Music Committees considered all financial grant 
applications on educational projects. In addition to the decision to finance large 
festivals and competitions 5 Bulgarian undergraduate and post graduate students of 
Music and 1 in other areas of art received financial assistance.    

III.1. Music  

For the numerous time, amongst the events which were widely covered 
internationally, were the concerts of scholarship holders of our Foundation in 
Carnegie Hall, Weil Recital Hall, organized with the help of our friends. Mr. Ivo Nanev 
(piano), Ms. Dilyana Zlatinova (violin) and Mr. Pavel Minev (violin) won the hearts of 
the audience with their virtuoso performance.  The event was widely covered by the 
media in Bulgaria and overseas. We cordially thank Mrs. Pavlina Dokovska, the 
producer and the engine of the events, without whose assistance the organization of 
the event would have been unthinkable.   

Prof. Pavlina Dokovska (Mannes College of Music, USA), member of the Council of 
the St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation, established the Lidia 
Kuteva scholarship for a young pianist, commemorating the work of the prominent 
Bulgarian piano teacher who has trained brilliant piano players. The Foundation 
organized a competition for one-year scholarship of 1,000 BGN (100 BGN a month 
during the school year) to be awarded to a young pianist studying at the Lubomir 
Pipkov National School of Music.  

Because of the talent of the contestants four more additional scholarships were 
awarded. The funds for the latter were also generously provided by Mrs. Pavlina 
Dokovska.  

Mr. Stefan Staykov, journalist and businessman living in the United States, continued 
to provide for a scholarship through the Foundation to Ms. Nadezda Tsvetkova 

 

Bulgarian from the city of Nis, Serbia to persue her education at the Lubomir 
Pipkov National School of Music.  

Under this program, in 2006, the Foundation supported financially the organization of 
the prestigious International Violin and Piano Competition Pancho Vladigerov in the 
town of Shoumen. We supported the International Competition Young Music 
Talents .  
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The Foundation, jointly with the National Academy of Music Prof. Pancho 
Vladigerov , organized a master class on opera singing under the guidance of the 
prominent Bulgarian opera singer Stefka Evstatieva. The Foundation printed the 
posters for the Class, which ended with a concert in the hall of the Academy.     

III.2. Other Arts  

Under this program in 2006 the Foundation supported numerous initiatives and 
individual projects. At the National Gallery for Foreign Art we sponsored the 
restorations of Japanese miniatures owned by the Gallery.  

Within the program of the Apollonia 2006 Art Festival the Foundation supported the 
performances of three concerts: the piano Concert of Prof. Pavlina Dokovska, 
member of the Council of the Foundation; the Concert of the participants of Prof. 
Mincho Minchev s Violin Master Class (Prof. Minchev is a member of the Foundation 
Bureau); and a joint Concert of Prof. Pavlina Dokovska, piano, and the famous opera 
singer Ms. Stefka Evstatieva.  

In October 2006 the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) and the 
Foundation organized together the Bulgarian-German Days of Higher Education in 
Berlin, Germany. As a part of the program our Foundation exhibited 16 graphics, 
which belong to its Contemporary Bulgarian Art Collection.     

III.3. National Competition for Young Bulgarian Artists  

In 2006 for a fourth time the announced on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of 
the Foundation National Competition for young Bulgarian Artists and Critics was 
carried out. The prize fund is 10,000 USD. Over one hundred young authors took 
part in the competition  artists, sculpturers and critics under 35 years of age.  

A jury of nine people, chaired by Acd. Svetlin Russev and members: Prof. Valentin 
Starchev, Prof. Borislav Stoev, Prof. Velichko Minekov, Prof. Stanislav Pamukchuev, 
Mrs. Iskra Trayanova, Mrs. Maria Vassileva, Mr. Milko Bozhkov, and Ms. Vesela 
Radoeva, reviewed the artworks and awarded 1 first prize and 8 second prizes. The 
prizes were publicly bestowed.   

III.4. Prof. Mincho Minchev Program  

The already traditional master class led by the world-renowned violinist Mincho 
Minchev was very successful in 2006 too, something, which would have been 
impossible without his personal efforts and drive. Foreign participants showed great 
interest in the event, which takes place in Arkoutino, and the class has so far 
managed to cover its own costs with the fees paid by the participants. 
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III.5. Programs in the field of culture supported by Mr. Hugo Voeten  

The Foundation awards gratitude to Mr. Hugo Voeten for his second major donation 
of 50,000 EUR with the will to support the cultural programs of the Foundation.   

Within the framework of this program the Foundation supported the publication of 
catalogues for the exhibitions of Jules Pascin, Simeon Simeonov and Soyan 
Stoyanov 

 

Techi, as well as a number of projects of artists, i.e. Luben Prashkov, 
Stoyan Belishki and Nikolay Boshev. Funds were provided to the Center-workshop 
Shmirgela , to the project Atanas Yaranov , for the publication of 39 Grams 

newspaper and for the book Turner of Peter Uvaliev. The icons painting of the St. 
Cyril and St. Methodius Church in the village of Saramanite, Varna region, as well as 
performances of the Chamber vocal group Diptych were financed through the 
donation.    

III.6. Diary 

 

Mr. Stefan Tanev  

Together with the Stefan Tanev Scholarship program, the Foundation co-financed 
with Mr.Tanev s heirs the publication of a unique edition 

 

Stefan Tanev s Diary. He 
maintained close contacts with the most prominent representatives of the Bulgarian 
political, economic and military elite in the period 1941 

 

1944. He himself has been 
often a participant in the most important events of his time, he knew in detail the 
policy of the King and the government, and has been always aware what is going on 
behind the curtains.  The Diary was published in 2006. The edition was officially 
presented to the Bulgarian public in the St. Cyril and St. Methodius National Library.     

IV. CONTACTS WITH SIMILAR ORGANIZATIONS AND UNIVERSITIES  

The Foundation was actively involved in the work of the Bulgarian Charities Aid 
Foundation, where it is a co-founder. Mr. Michael Tachev is the Chairman of the 
Board.  

Being among the initiators and a supporter of the idea to establish a Bulgarian 
Donors Forum, the Foundation has continued its active participation in the Forum.   

During the year in review the Foundation continued the support to the Youth for 
Understanding  Bulgaria offering office space for free to the organization.   

The Foundation is also a member of the European Foundation Center. Last year our 
Secretary General, Mr. Michael Tachev, Member of the Board of the European 
Foundation Center took part in a number of meetings and initiatives. As a result of 
the focused efforts of the Foundation during the time of its membership in the EFC, 
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the interest in funding initiatives in Bulgaria grew. But most importantly, as a result of 
the opportunities for a constructive dialogue with the government agencies, corporate 
and private donors, the Foundation has a good image among them and enjoys their 
confidence.  

The Foundation together with the Humboldt Union in Bulgaria assisted in the 
organization of one international scientific conference in calculus chemistry. The 
convocation was financed by the Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung, Germany. This 
event came to life tanks to the personal commitment of Prof. Dimo Platikanov, Vice-
President of our Foundation.    

IV.1. LEONARDO DA VINCI: SCIENTIST, INVENTOR, ARTIST

 

Exhibition   

The Foundation participated as a partner to the Institute for Cultural Exchange, 
Tubingen, Germany, in organizing the exhibition Leonardo Da Vinci: Scientist, 
Inventor, Artist . The Institute has the ownership rights for the exhibition. The project 
is a large scale one and involves the Sofia Municipality, the Ministry of Culture and 
the Ministry of Education and Science. An immense advertisement campaign is 
planned, translation and resenting in Bulgarian language 6 multimedia presentations. 
Copies of the translated version will be donated to 3,000 Bulgarian schools. We 
believe, the project will position the Foundation as a reliable partner in organizing 
large scale European initiatives in Bulgaria.    

IV.2. Official visit of Dr. George Atkinson  

Thanks to the efforts of Dr. Joann DiGennaro, who is no longer a member of the 
Bureau, but continues her support to the Foundation, we had the honor to be the host 
of Dr. George Atkinson s official visit to Bulgaria. Dr. Atkinson is the Advisor on 
scientific and technological issues to the US Secretary of State. The meetings 
organized at the St. Kliment Ohridsky Sofia University, the Bulgarian Academy of 
Science, the American University in Bulgaria, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
helped the future contacts to be established. As a major result of the meeting at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs efforts will be invested in signing an agreement between 
Bulgaria and the United States in the field of scientific research and technologies.  

Thus the insignificant amount of funds invested by the Foundation in such kind of 
visits leads to a number of indirect benefits and chances, as well as wins recognition 
for the Foundation and broadens the scope of its contacts.     
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V. INFORMATION CENTERS  

The information centers of the Foundation continued their successful work in 2006.  
The Center in Sofia had an average of 150 visitors per day. People can use 
reference books and materials to prepare for the standardized tests, as well as 
purchase manuals for studying at home.   

Over the past year, the centers continued providing individual and group 
consultations about opportunities for university education abroad, the application 
process, standardized tests, etc. Group consultations were held once a month, 
individual consultations were provided on a daily basis.  

The centers in Plovdiv, Varna, and Rousse, Pleven, and Burgass operate not only as 
libraries, but also provide consulting and registration services for standardized tests.  

Registration for all competitions carried out by the Foundation took place at the 
information centers during 2006. They offered invaluable assistance for the carrying 
out of Foundation events across the country. Moreover, they actively advertise the 
Foundation's activities by monthly participation in local radio programs, as well as in 
articles in the local press.  

In 2006, the practice continued of organizing preparatory courses for the American 
standardized tests, which had started in 1998. Due to the experience gathered by the 
Foundation and the highly qualified professional lecturers, Bulgarians and foreigners, 
the courses enjoy high reputation and attendance. Besides in Sofia, courses are 
offered by our information centers in the country.    

VI. DONATIONS  

The St. Cyril and St. Methodius International Foundation expresses its sincere 
gratitude to all the people and organizations that contributed to the achievement of its 
objectives during 2006.   

We are thankful to the German Circle of Friends to the Foundation for their donation 
of 4,400 Euro for the award fund of the Teachers in the Humanities Program.  

We are also grateful to Dr. Joann DiGennaro for her general purpose financial 
support of 1,000 Euro.  

Our special thanks to Mr. Joan Abduldjalil for his donation of 8,000 BGN (made 
through his mother, Mrs. Zlatka Ivanova-Ibrahim) for a four-year scholarship to two 
students-orphans.  

We have to highlight the contribution of Nelly and Robert Gipson, USA, of 57,8000 
BGN for scholarships for Bulgarian students with financial needs studying in Bulgaria. 
The funds were transferred through the American Foundation for Bulgaria. 
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We are grateful to Mr. Hugo Voeten who made a second donation amounting to 
50,000 Euro. The donated by Mr. Voeten funds since 2004 amount to total of 
112,500 Euro (62,500 Euro for the cultural programs of the Foundation and 50,000 
Euro for the repair of the third floor of the National Art Gallery). With this noble act Mr. 
Voeten became one of our major donors.  

Mr. Hugo Voeten and the Gipsons finance new large-scale programs managed by 
the Foundation.  

We are thankful to the Rotary international (District 2480) for the donated 27,000 
BGN for the Application of Computer Technologies in Education Competition.  

We award gratitude to Prof. Pavlina Dokovska, a respected member of the Council of 
the Foundation, for the donation of 2,305 BGN for scholarships awarded to students 
at L.Pipkov National School of Music for the academic year 2006-2007.  

Our special thanks to Mr. Stefan Staykov, for the scholarship (600 USD) awarded for 
the education of Ms. Nadezda Tsvetkova 

 

Bulgarian from the city of Nis, Serbia 

 

at 
the Lubomir Pipkov National School of Music.  

Our special gratitude is awarded to the Japan Foundation for the donated 7,464 Euro 
to support the Rhetoric s Competition in Japanese and the competitions for 
graduates and undergraduates.  

We are extremely grateful to the heirs of the famous Bulgarian journalist Mr. Stefan 
Tanev. They contributed 3,075 Euro towards the publication of his diaries.   

We thank for the donated 417 Euro under will by Mr. Slavi Slavov, former grantee of 
the Foundation.  

Last, but not the least, we thank the Humboldt Foundation, Germany, for the financial 
support of 22,993 Euro for the organization of international scientific conference in 
calculus chemistry in Bulgaria. 
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PROGRAMS FINANCED DURING 2006 

 
PROGRAMS & SUBPROGRAMS 

  
EXPENDITURE

 
EXPENDITURE

       
BGN EUR   

    
1.95583 1  

1. Educational programs 

  

732,074

 

374,304

   

   1.0. Scholarships by donations 

 

15,702

 

8,028

  

   1.1. Monbusho scholarships - Japan 

  

17,202

 

8,795

   

           incl.: 

        

           - Scholarships for undergraduates 

  

3,413

 

1,745

   

           - Scholarships for graduates 

  

2,875

 

1,470

   

           - Rhetoric Competition in Japanese 

  

1,307

 

668

   

           - Japanese Language Proficiency Test 

  

9,608

 

4,913

   

   1.2. UWC and other secondary schools 

  

333,022

 

170,271

   

           incl.: 

        

           - United World Colleges 

  

330 034

 

168,744

   

           - Research Science Institute, USA 

  

2,988

 

1,528

   

   1.3. North American 

  

8,519

 

4,355

   

   1.4. Dr. Ilko Eskenazi Fund 

 

8,678

 

4,437

   

   1.5. Stefan Tanev Memorial Scholarship  

  

655

 

335

   

   1.6. Scholarships for Bulgarian students in Russia 

  

2,681

 

1,371

   

   1.7. "Time of Parting" Scholarships 

  

2,073

 

1,060

   

   1.8. Minority Children Back to School 

  

275,776

 

141,002

   

   1.9. The Gipsons Scholarships, 

  

67,765

 

34,648

   

           (American Foundation for Bulgaria) 

             

2. Scientific programs & specializations 

  

559,660

 

286,150

   

   2.1. Germany 

  

408,634

 

208,931

   

           incl.: 

        

           - Scholarships Germany (DAAD) 

  

20,536

 

10,500

   

           - Scholarships FDIBA (DAAD) 

  

374,580

 

191,520

   

           - Scholarships ZEDES (DAAD) 

  

4,147

 

2,120

   

           - Youth for understanding  9,372

 

4,792

   

   2.2. Switzerland  1,715

 

877

   

   2.3. Bulgarian teachers   9,825

 

5,024

   

   2.4. High School Students Institute - RSI  12,989

 

6,641

   

   2.5. Prof. A.Danchev Memorial Fund  1,091

 

558

   

   2.6. Dr. Chochev Fund  810

 

414

   

   2.7. German Circle of Friends Fund 
          (Teachers in the humanities)  7,433

 

3,801

   

   2.8. New Technologies in Teaching (Rotary  Gipson)  67,356

 

34,439

   

   2.9. Humboldt Conferences  49,806

 

25,465
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PROGRAMS FINANCED DURING 2006 (continued)   

PROGRAMS & SUBPROGRAMS 

  
EXPENDITURE

 
EXPENDITURE

       
BGN EUR   

  
1.95583 1  

       

3. Cultural programs  78,315

 

40,042

   

   3.1. Music  11,488

 

5,874

   

           incl.:        
           - Music  7,139

 

3,650

   

           - Charity Concert in the USA  1,179

 

603

   

           - Lidia Kuteva Memorial Scholarship  1,119

 

572

   

           - Pavlina Dokovska Scholarship  1,397

 

714

   

           - Stefan Staykov Scholarship  655

 

335

   

   3.2. Ballet, cinema and other arts  8,120

 

4,151

   

   3.3. Young Bulgarian Artists National Competition  16,768

 

8,573

   

   3.4. Program "Prof. Mincho Minchev"  2,760

 

1,411

   

   3.5. Donation by Mr. Hugo Voeten  39,179

 

20,032

        

4. Other programs  34,204

 

17,488

   

   4.1. Public relations  14,479

 

7,403

   

   4.2. Arkutino   19,725

 

10,085

        

TOTAL ON PROGRAMS:

  

1,404,254

 

717,983

            

% 

* PROGRAMS FUNDED BY:  

 

1,404,254

 

717,983

 

100

 

  - The Foundation  

 

237,526

 

121,443

 

17

 

  - Attracted Funds /1.2.UWC/  

 

299,240

 

153,000

 

21

 

  - Partners and Donors  

 

867,488

 

443,540

 

62
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2006 BUDGET PERFORMANCE 

  
as of December 31, 2006   

BUDGET ARTICLES 

  

PERFORMANCE

 

PERFORMANCE

 

% 

    

BGN EUR   

    

1.95583 1  

INCOME 

        

1. Income from non-profit activities 

  

1,337,801

 

684,007

 

81.27

 

       - Hard Currency Investments  119,379

 

61,037

  

       - BGN Investments  19,899

 

10,174

  

       - Investments in Shares/Bonds  22,266

 

11,384

  

       - German Service for Academic Exchange (DAAD)  

 

378,188

 

193,364

  

     - Japan 

  

14,598

 

7,464

   

       - Council of Europe Development Bank  252,704

 

129,206

  

       - Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Germany 

  

44,971

 

22,993

   

       - Dr. R.Chochev Fund 

  

500

 

256

   

     - Donation by Mr. Hugo Voeten 

  

35,902

 

18,356

   

     - The German Circle of Friends 

  

6,811

 

3,483

   

     - The Gipsons Scholarships, (AFFB) 

  

57,800

 

29,553

   

       - Robert Gipson  Rotary Bulgaria  

 

55,147

 

28,196

   

       - Donations 

  

20,867

 

10,669

   

       - Attracted Funds 

  

299,240

 

152,999

   

       - Other 

  

9,530

 

4,872

   

2. Income from for-profit activities 

  

304,631

 

155,755

 

18.51

 

       - Interest on Financial Leasing   199,298

 

101,899

   

       - Rent from +

  

60,000

 

30,678

   

       - Other  45,333

 

23,178

   

3. Positive Exchange Rate Differences  

  

3,773

 

1,929

 

0.23

 

TOTAL INCOME:

   

1,646,206

 

841,692

 

100.00

      

EXPENDITURE 

        

1. Educational programs 

  

732,074

 

374,304

 

45.65

 

2. Scientific programs and specializations 

  

559,660

 

286,150

 

34.90

 

3. Cultural programs 

  

78,315

 

40,042

 

4.88

 

4. Other programs 

  

34,204

 

17,488

 

2.13

 

5. Administrative expenses, incl.: 

  

113,592

 

58,079

 

7.08

 

  - salaries ( Social insurance, Medical ins.)  

 

32,133

 

16,429

 

2.00

 

  - support staff    

 

10,517

 

5,377

 

0.66

 

  - maint., supplies and other direct costs  

 

24,481

 

12,517

 

1.53

 

  - sessions of the Foundation Bodies 

  

23,612

 

12,073

 

1.47

 

  - depreciation 

  

12,075

 

6,174

 

0.75

 

  - business trips 

  

4,688

 

2,397

 

0.29

 

  - personnel training 

  

225

 

115

 

0.01

 

  - social fund  

 

5,860

 

2,996

 

0.37
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2006 BUDGET PERFORMANCE (continued)   

BUDGET ARTICLES 

  
PERFORMANCE

 
PERFORMANCE

 
% 

    
BGN EUR   

    
1.95583 1  

     

6. Consultants' fees 

 

13,000

 

6,647

 

0.81

 

7. Audit 

 

3,588

 

1,834

 

0.22

 

8. Taxes 

  

31,047

 

15,874

 

1.94

 

   - Income tax and municipality tax  23,769

 

12,153

   

   - Tax on buildings 

  

7,278

 

3,721

   

9. Negative Exchange Rate Differences 

  

38,297

 

19,581

 

2.39

      

TOTAL EXPENDITURE:

   

1,603,777

 

819,998

 

100.00

      

10. Reserve 

  

42,429

 

21,694

           

1,646,206

 

841,692

        

Unrealized Profit of Negative 
Exchange Rate Differences:

   

94,814

 

48,478

    


